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In this how to I will explain how 
you can create SVG files From any 
image. most plotters/cutters can 
read a multitude of flies and there 
are quite a few out there. one of 
the oldest type of files for this 
is the sacable vector graphic file 
(svg) it will work with any cutter 
and size of file makes no 
differance it can be scaled up or 
down with no loss in quality. 
many gragphic programes allow 
you to create svg files but they 
cost a lot of money,the one i am 
going to use is inkscape it is not 
as powerful as the big name ones 
but it is free.i will add links at 
the end of this for a few progs 
that may help with a few things.

i use signcut pro for my cutter it 
is a good programe for this kind 
of work and fits my needs. so on 
to the good stuff download 
inkscape and install it,when you 
open it go to file, import and 
open the image you want to use. i 
prefere to use greyscale images 
just what i am used to but you can 
use colour images if you prefere. 
on the next page is an image of 
inkscape.



remember,
file

import

as you can see inkscape looks like most 
other graphic programes and has a lot 
of features and like I said its free.



this is just to let you see the way 
inkscape is laid out,as you can 
see all your drives are there and 
you click on the one you want to 
open and get your image.



so now we have our image that we want 
to use,i took out the background as i 
only wanted the person. again i use 
greyscale images as i find it lets me 
see what it will be like when i am 
finished.



click on pathand in 
the dropdown menue 
select trace bitmap 

don't worry it 
works with most 

image files and not 
just bitmaps



a new window opens to the right and 
this is where you select the type of 
trace you want. i am going for a 
silhouette i will use the greys 
button. the scans window with the 8 
in it allows you to increase or 
decrease the number of scans you 
want the default setting is 8.press 
update then if happy press ok.



this is what you get with 8 scans 
and you can get a lot more by 
using the buttons and changing the 
values. this is fine for what i want 
so now we save it as a svg file 
dont need to save it as anything 
else as most cutter/plotter 
programes can read this type of 
file.



like most graphic programes 
you can save you work in 
various formats. here we click 
file then save as and a new 
window opens.



in the new window we have a 
dropdown menue from it select plain 
svg,there many options if you 
prefere to use another file format 
but we will stick with this one for 
now.



when saving your file make sure 
you have a fullstop and the file 
extension after the file name if 
not your cutter/plotter prog 
wont be able to read it



load your new file into your 
cutting programe you should have 
somthing like this.it may look a 
bit funky just now but this is the 
8 scans that we used. i don't want 
to use all 8 so i will select the 
one that best suits my needs.



most cutting progs will allow 
you to pick a colour or shade 
that you want to cut you don't 
have to cut them all. in the 
programe i use signcut pro this 
option is on the far right and i 
have picked the darkest shade 
which in this case is black.

here i 
have 

selected 
the 

darkest 
colour



this is what i have and want the 
cutter to cut out,the black line on 
the right of the image looks a bit 
odd but no worries i will cut it 
off with a razor when the vinyl is 
cut,so now let the cutter do its 
thing it only takes a few minuets 
so go grab a cool drink.

that 
looks a 

bit 
funkyruss



well here is the finished image 
done on white hardboard 24"x18" 
and i just had enough time for a 
cool drink. i have done almost 30 
of these for people and they seem 
to sell pretty good,so if you have 
a cutter this could be another way 
to boost your income have fun 
russ.


